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10 DIRECTORS RETURNING TO RNIFF WITH THEIR 
LATEST PROJECTS INCLUDES RNCI RED NATION 

AWARDS SHOW

TWO FILMS UP FOR OSCAR CONSIDERATION ‘A 
LOVE SONG’ AND ‘BURROS

PARTNERSHIPS AMC NETWORKS/IFC/ALLBLKTV AND 
FINE ARTS THEATRE WITH 5 RETROSPECTIVES PLUS 

COLLAB WITH LALIFF 5 NARRATIVE SHORTS 

RNIFF 17 VIRTUAL EVENTS, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ON NATIVE LANDS, CONVERSATION 
SERIES INCLUDES DOCUMENTARY STORYTELLER, 

NATIVE WOMEN WRITE, NATIVE WOMEN 
DIRECTORS, NATIVE FILM MARKET, ACTORS 

MASTERCLASS, NATIVE ART, NATIVE FASHION AND 
COLLAB WITH CITY NATIONAL BANK

October 25, 2022

The 2022 Red Nation International Film Festival™(RNIFF) today 
announced its lineup of festival and short narrative, documentary, 
and animated films. This year’s festival takes place from 
November 1-30 held during American Indian Heritage Month 
includes in-person and virtual screenings plus events. RNIFF 
spotlights breakout independent shorts to renowned global 
features, plus returning directors. 

RNIFF is the largest Native Indigenous film festival in the 
Entertainment Industry, produced by the Red Nation Celebration 



Institute (RNCI) Native Women-Led focusing on greater inclusion 
and greater equity for Indigenous artists –– 
#NativesInChargeOfTheirNarrative remains the guiding principle 
of RNCI.  

RNIFF lineup program spans 5 categories - narrative 
competitions, documentaries, shorts and anticipated new films - 
and showcases 71 films in-person and online across 6 countries 
51 U.S., 17 Canada, 1 Columbia, 1 Mexico, 1 United Kingdom 
and 1 Fiji includes 1 world premiere, 1 international premiere, 4 
U.S. premieres, 46 Los Angeles premieres, and 11 Festival 
premieres. 

There are 10 directors returning to RNIFF with their latest 
projects. There are 29 films directed by women. 

RNIFF is thrilled in supporting two films up for Oscar 
consideration ‘A LOVE SONG’ and ‘BURROS’.

“This 2022 film program invites you into the authentic Native 
Indigenous story of culture community language and family. This 
year’s official selections is that of passion and beauty in keeping 
with our theme: Who Tells the Story Matters, said Joanelle 
Romero, CEO founder and film curator. “Our stories are un-
tapped and yet to be fully supported and produced. The Native 
narrative is a whole new genre of filmmaking, a whole new 
market. Producing and curating RNIFF for the last 27 years 
demonstrates independent film matters and the urgency of Native 
Indigenous storytelling in a world that needs our Native POV more 
than ever. RNCI board of directors is proud and humbled by our 
filmmaking community and looking forward to becoming a 
qualifying Academy film festival.”     



RNCI is proud to announce that RNCI alumni Leya Hale film 
‘BRING HER HOME’ won an EMMY honored by the Upper 
Midwest Emmy Awards for Outstanding Topical Documentary. 

RNIFF opening night narrative feature A LOVE SONG, directed 
by Max Walker-Silverman 

At a campground in the rural West, a woman waits alone for an 
old flame from her past to arrive, uncertain of his intentions while 
bashful about her own. The movie premiered at Sundance.

This year’s closing night documentary feature OYATE, directed by 
Brandon Jackson, Emil Benjamin

In the wake of the Dakota Access Pipeline Protests, Indigenous 
People across the nation are using their newfound platform to 
shed light on the wide array of injustices committed against them 
for centuries in an effort to wake up the world and embark upon 
the process of decolonization.

RNIFF ‘Spotlight’ feature ON SACRED GROUND by Award-
winning directing team Rebecca Tickell, Josh Tickell. This is the 
first feature film addressing standing rock. 

Inspired by real events, ON SACRED GROUND follows Dan, a 
war vet journalist who suffers from PTSD, during what becomes 
the spiritual transformation of a lifetime. Dan is hired to go to 
North Dakota and cover a confrontation around an oil pipeline that 
is being built at the Standing Rock Native American Reservation. 
Dan soon finds himself in between two worlds: the world of the 
pipeline company and the world of the indigenous people whose 
land the pipeline crosses. As the confrontation builds and battle 
lines are drawn, Dan is forced to make a series of impossible 
choices that will alter his life and the future of America itself. 



The RNIFF is also home to the Native Indigenous documentary 
storyteller, and this year the festival will screen 11 
documentaries.  

RNIFF five retrospectives Catch The Fair One [2021] Directed by 
Josef Kubota Wladyka In partnership with AMC Networks, IFC & 
AllBlKTV. Cast Kali Reis currently working on new TV Series True 
Detective: Night Country with Jodie Foster. In partnership with 
Fine Arts Theatre Little Big Man [1970] Director Arthur Pen; 
Dances With Wolves [1990] Director Kevin Costner; Geronimo: 
An American Legend [1993]  Director Walter Hill; The Last of 
the Mohicans [1992] Director Michael Mann.

This year, RNIFF also presents a virtual series of 17 provocative 
conversations with Tribal leaders, Industry professionals and 
artists. 

Historically, in film and television, the Indigenous have often been 
portrayed through the eyes of storytellers intent on exploiting and 
perpetuating false stereotypes –– many of them profoundly 
damaging.  But in these years of cultural tumult and expanding 
consciousness, people of color generally –– and the Indigenous 
specifically –– are beginning to function in our stories in ways that 
reflect the reality of life, rather than some ongoing fantasy.  A 
wave of newly empowered filmmakers, now telling the stories they 
have actually lived with the likes of Dark Winds, Reservation 
Dogs, Prey, Wild Indian and many more in production, hence our 
theme Natives in Charge of their Narrative. 

For the last 27 years, RNCI is proud to be the leading driving 
force moving this Native Indigenous narrative forward to the 
mainstream global audience in awakening the consciousness with 
a clear lens from the Native perspective while empowering our 
next generation of filmmakers.

https://www.rednationff.com/little-big-man/
https://www.rednationff.com/dances-with-wolves/
https://www.rednationff.com/geronimo-an-american-legend/
https://www.rednationff.com/geronimo-an-american-legend/
https://www.rednationff.com/the-last-of-the-mohicans/
https://www.rednationff.com/the-last-of-the-mohicans/


Additionally, the ‘RNIFF at Home’ platform will allow for a global 
audience to enjoy an array of thought-provoking and compelling 
narrative, documentary, and short films, online from November 21 
through November 30.  

The Red Nation International Film Festival is curated by Festival 
Director and RNIFF Founder Joanelle Romero, along with a team 
of associate programmers. 

The lineup can be viewed at the Red Nation International Film 
Festival website www.rednationff.com.  Tickets and Festival 
passes are now on sale.

 FULL FILM PROGRAM FESTIVAL TRAILER POSTER

 FESTIVAL EVENTS SCHEDULE 

KEY DATES 

RNCI RED NATION AWARDS  

Features:

A Love Song [2022] Director Max Walker-Silverman 

At a campground in the rural West, a woman waits alone for an 
old flame from her past to arrive, uncertain of his intentions while 
bashful about her own.

On Sacred Ground [2022] 

Inspired by real events, ON SACRED GROUND follows Dan, a 
war vet journalist who suffers from PTSD, during what becomes 
the spiritual transformation of a lifetime. Dan is hired to go to 

https://www.rednationff.com/
https://www.rednationff.com/2022-festival-events-calendar/
https://www.rednationff.com/2022-festival-events-calendar/
https://www.rednationff.com/attend-2022/
https://www.rednationff.com/awards-2022/


North Dakota and cover a confrontation around an oil pipeline that 
is being built at the Standing Rock Native American Reservation. 
Dan soon finds himself in between two worlds: the world of the 
pipeline company and the world of the indigenous people whose 
land the pipeline crosses. As the confrontation builds and battle 
lines are drawn, Dan is forced to make a series of impossible 
choices that will alter his life and the future of America itself.

Seven Ridges [2022] 

In a desert by the sea, an ancient culture endures modernity. A 
grandmother and her granddaughter intertwine in estrangement 
over memory. The myth sheds controversy; time falls in dreams of 
sand, old songs and rock music.

First full-length feature drama to be ever produced in Cmiique 
Iitom (Seri language).

A Winter Love [2021]

Blue, a 35 year old, Navajo, singer-songwriter has lost her 
creative spark to a series of bad relationships and to the harsh 
Minneapolis winter. But when she meets a younger guy, Eddie, a 
25 year-old, Lakota, law school dropout, she feels like she’s 
regained her edge only to find it slip away from her again when 
she discovers Eddie’s love was never his to give in the first place. 
A WINTER LOVE is modern day, inter-tribal, love story that shows 
true love is found in the season you love yourself.

Documentary: 



Powerlands  [2022] Directed by Ivey-Camille Manybeads Tso

A young Navajo woman investigates displacement of Indigenous 
people in several countries, and devastation of the environment, 
caused by the same chemical companies that have exploited the 
land where she was born. On this personal and political journey 
she learns from Indigenous activists across three continents.

OYATE [2022] Directed by Brandon Jackson, Emil Benjamin

In the wake of the Dakota Access Pipeline Protests, Indigenous 
People across the nation are using their newfound platform to 
shed light on the wide array of injustices committed against them 
for centuries in an effort to wake up the world and embark upon 
the process of decolonization.

Bring Her Home [2022] Directed by Leya Hale

Bring Her Home follows three Indigenous women – an artist, an 
activist, and a politician – as they fight to vindicate and honor their 
missing and murdered relatives who have fallen victims to a 
growing epidemic across Indian country. Despite the lasting 
effects from historical trauma, each woman must search for 
healing while navigating racist systems that brought about this 
very crisis.

New: Art is Culture, Culture is Art [2022] Directed by Nathaniel 
Fuentes

“One man changes the way a small ranch town fits into the world, 
by developing a ‘New’ way art is experienced through color and 
fashion”.



As indigenous fashion continues to demand the attention of the 
world stage Lloyd “Kiva” New’s influences and contributions in 
contemporary Native American Art, fashion, and entrepreneurship 
have impacted generations in the United States and Canada.

Older Than The Crown [2022] Directed by Derrick LaMere

Older Than The Crown follows the trial of Sinixt tribal member 
Rick Desautel who in 2010 was charged with hunting as a non 
resident and without a proper permit in Canada. Rick harvested 
an elk on the ancestral land of the Sinixt people in Vallican British 
Columbia Canada. To the Sinixt, hunting on ancestral land is an 
aboriginal right gifted to them by Creator. A right that has legally 
been denied to the Sinixt people since 1956 when the Canadian 
government unjustly declared them extinct in Canada, despite the 
nearly 3,000 members existing on the Colville Indian Reservation 
in Washington State. Now with the Desautel Hunting Case, the 
Sinixt people have a chance to not only bring light to their unjust 
extinction by the Canadian government, but also abolish the 
declaration.

Voices of the Wisdomkeepers [2022] Directed by Quincy Davis

A new hour-long documentary featuring four prolific indigenous 
elders from Turtle Island (North-America) and West Africa sharing 
wisdom-keys for creating a better world for future generations.

Trapper Radion Series [2022] Directed by Collaborative

A 5 part film series showcasing 20 + NWT artists in their local 
regions talking about their art, living through the pandemic, and 
sharing stories and music about their connections to the north and 
the land.



Native Horse [2022] Directed by James Anaquad Kleinert

Native Horse from the Documentary Series Mustangs & 
Renegades features: Raoul Trujillo, Adam Joaquin Gonzalez, 
Robert Mirabal, and American Indian Elders: Saginaw Grant, Dr. 
Scott N. Momaday, Michael Horse and Tokala Black Elk. Filmed 
on some of the most beautiful locations in New Mexico, Colorado, 
Utah, Nevada, and Wyoming the film takes viewers on a majestic 
tour of Native Horse Culture and Wisdom in the stunning 
American West!

This will be a stand alone feature length Doc and be incorporated 
into our series Mustangs & Renegades.

A Cedar is Life [2022] Directed by Leslie D. Bland, Harold C. Joe

This film explores the species that stands at the center of West 
Coast Indigenous culture, the relationship between the people 
and “The Tree of Life” that continues to this day, and the threats to 
its continued existence.

The Doctrine of Recovery [2022] Directed by Brisind

Since 1493, the so-called ‘Doctrine of Discovery’ has justified the 
dispossession and decimation of the Indigenous inhabitants of 
North America and brought us to our present environmental 
breaking point. Through the voices of four Indigenous women, the 
film presents a Doctrine of Recovery to rebalance our relationship 
with the Earth, restore the sacred feminine, and ensure our own 
species’ survival.

OKPIK: Little Village in the Arctic [2022] Directed by Tiffany 
Ayalik, Kylik Kisoun Taylor



Using local materials and traditional knowledge Inuit/Gwich’in 
Hunter, Kylik Kisoun will re-establish and re-imagine the lost 
practice of building an Inuvialuit sod-house with the intention of 
creating housing security in his traditional territory of the Beaufort 
Delta. Kylik builds his future at his off-grid camp and creates an 
opportunity for language and cultural revitalization.

Doc Shorts: 

Saging The World [2022] Directed by Rose Ramirez, Deborah 
Small, David Bryant

“Saging” has gone mainstream. This viral trend is now common in 
movies, TV shows, social media, and cleansing rituals—people 
burning sage bundles in the hope of purifying space and clearing 
bad energy. Instead of healing, the appropriated use of saging in 
popular culture is having a devastating impact.

Saging the World spotlights the ecological and cultural issues 
intertwined with white sage, centering the voices of Native 
advocates who have long protected and cherished this plant.

Can Archaeology Repair Its Past With Indigenous America? 
[2022] Directed by Victoria Sutton

Archaeology has had a long, strained history with Indigenous 
America. A review of past controversies and egregious conflicts 
with Native people and Tribal Nations in America begins with a 
chronological telling of the federal statutes that progressively went 
from protecting sites and places of heritage and research for 
archaeologists, to statutes that protect the interests of Native 
America. The story tells how statutes and training a new 



generation of archaeologists have been used to repair and restore 
damage done over the centuries.

Without Water [2022] Directed by Jonathan Hyla

“Without Water” documents the ongoing dispute between the Los 
Angeles Department of Water & Power (LADWP) and various 
stakeholders in Long Valley, California. Filmed by acclaimed 
director Jonathan Hyla and narrated by actor David Chokachi, 
“Without Water” dives into LAWDP’s plan to reduce or eliminate 
irrigation allotments on leased lands in the Eastern Sierra’s Long 
and Little Round Valleys. Now under pressure from climate 
change and the ever-growing needs of Los Angeles county, a 
group of ranchers, environmentalists, and indigenous tribal 
members are coming together to face the prospect of an 
uncertain future.

Herd [2022] Directed by David Borish

In the startling collapse of the once massive George River 
Caribou Herd – and a subsequent total hunting ban – Inuit in 
Labrador, Canada, were abruptly confronted with a new reality: 
life without a fundamental source of food, culture, and wellbeing. 
Through Inuit voices, HERD tells the story of the social, 
emotional, and cultural disruptions from cascading ecological 
change by putting an essential human face to the caribou 
declines.

Rosalie Fish [2022] Directed by Faith E. Briggs, Tim Kemple

For Rosalie Fish, Indigenous student-athlete and activist, running 
isn’t just a sport — it’s how she represents the strength and 
resilience of indigenous women within her tribe and beyond. As 
we look forward to #IndigenousPeoplesDay, we are honored to 



share Rosalie’s story in our second episode of “Who is a Runner” 
– a docu-series collaboration with Brooks Running.

Imalirijit [2022] Directed by Vincent L'Hérault, Tim Anaviapik 
Soucie

The inspired journey of a young Inuit community researcher.

Above Boy [2022] Directed by Jan Vogel, Sebastian Funke, Lucy 
Martens, Elizabeth Silver

Above Boy is the story of Godfrey Benjamin Chipps, a fourth-
generation descendant of Horn Chipp – the Medicine Man for 
legendary Indian chief, Crazy Horse, and the legacy he leaves 
behind for his family.

Almost Ancestors [2022] Directed by Brišind

The short tells the story of a young Hopi woman facing 
displacement in a changing landscape, threatening her 
connection to the land and her family. However, her kinship with a 
Lobo and her call toward community guide her on an incredible 
journey to a sacred place called “home.”

We Dance for Life [2022] Directed by Georgia Lightning

Pima’tisowin e’ mimtotaman - Danser Pour la Vie - We Dance for 
Life details the healing journeys of Families of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, Trans and Two Spirit 
Peoples across Turtle Island. Through land and art-based 
gatherings Pima’tisowin e’ mimtotaman brought Families and 
survivors together, sparking intergenerational healing and 
answering calls from the Spirits of their loved ones to "continue 
the dance of life". This short documentary is a radical honouring 



of the lives of MMIWGT2S+ and an example of the power which 
Families and Survivors hold in their healing journey.

Nu Ulew (My Homeland) [2022] Directed by Karla Meza

Farm worker Pablo Nimamac works five to seven months a year 
on a vegetable farm in Quebec since 2008. The rest of the year, 
he runs his family’s strawberry farm in Guatemala, which he has 
been able to expand with the fruits of his labor abroad. Proud of 
his Mayan Kaqchikel origins, Pablo welcomes us to his home to 
introduce us to the family he leaves behind year after year and tell 
us what it means for him to share his life between Guatemala and 
Canada.

Rick Barton The Man Who Made Marks [2022] Directed by 
Nanette Kelley

When angry animals and heartfelt stories made music. Illustrating 
the rhythmic style and transformative artistic nature of artist and 
musician Rick Bartow (Mad River Band of Wiyot, 1946-2016), 
Rick Bartow The Man Who Made Marks is a mini documentary 
with a twist of animated music video.

Brother Rick [2022] Directed by Elton Hubner

How a member of the Quw’utsun First Nation is bringing people of 
different backgrounds and generations together as brothers and 
sisters.

Kumu Niu [2022] Directed by Alex Cantatore

The island of O’ahu is covered with coconut palms, but for fear of 
liability the vast majority of these sacred trees have been stripped 
of coconuts. The grassroots movement “Niu Now” is on a mission 



to restore the “niu,” or coconut, as a fundamental food crop in 
Hawai’i and spread the Indigenous wisdom of “aloha ‘āina:” loving 
land and serving people.

TIBI [2022] Directed by Twoyoungmen Jarret

A tipi wonders about its purpose in modern life, and shows that as 
a home, it is the heart of its community. This short story 
demonstrates the process of teaching Îethka culture through the 
making of a tipi under the supervision of knowledge keepers.

The Elders describe knowledge that is in the tipi, and also what 
was lost when people moved into homes. Today people in 
Mînîthnî face complex challenges related to housing, such as 
mold and toxicity, overcrowding, and inescapable domestic 
violence. Could some of these problems be fixed by reconnecting 
to Îethka traditions and culture? Is creator still watching over us? 
The tipi and the teachings are still with us, we just need the 
chance to learn from them.

Their Last Ride - The Final Journey [2022] Directed by Neta 
Rhyne

Horses are sacred animals, gifts from our creator – yet today they 
are being hauled to places they were never meant to be. Their 
Last Ride – the final journey, is a story of a group of young, 
healthy horses on their final journey.

Conviction [2022] Directed by Bruce Miller

After Joseph is released from jail, he faces inner demons that 
stand in the way of true freedom.



Part of the 2022 imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival 
commission/mentorship program.

KAKIÑIIT [2022] Directed by Patrick Hoffman

In this expository documentary, Iñupiaq tattoo artist Marjorie 
Kunaq Tahbone reclaims the ceremonial practice of kakiñiit 
(Inupiaq tattooing) within her Indigenous community. Experience 
ceremony as Kunaq tattoos MacKenzie Sleeman (Gwich’in) and 
Rainbow Mado’eeno Esmailka (Athabascan) with traditional facial 
tattoos. Witness Kunaq mentor Darlene Paqpaluk Trigg (Iñupiaq) 
to become an Iñupiaq tattoo artist. She does this by teaching her 
ceremony practices, skin stitching, and hand poke tattooing 
techniques. Kunaq sustains her culture by revitalizing the 
tattooing tradition with her personal ceremonial and feministic 
spin. There is a primary focus on womanhood, Kunaq’s Herstory, 
and challenging the modern narrative on Indigenous tattoos.

Grey Horse [2022] Directed by Emil Lozada

Samuel Grey Horse, an Indigenous equestrian from Austin, 
Texas, is known for rescuing horses from being put down. After a 
riding accident lands him in a coma, Grey Horse experiences an 
afterlife vision that changes his perspective on the world and his 
place in it.

The Music of The Wiwa People [2022] Directed by Michael 
Brims, Jaime Bofil

The Wiwa is an indigenous people living in the Sierra Nevada de 
Santa Marta, Colombia. This short film explores the musical 
practices of the Wiwa Community of Gotsezhy. Wiwa music is 
directly related nature, spirituality and healing. According to Wiwa 
mythology, their ancestral musical practices ensure harmony and 



well-being among all living beings by restoring order in the 
universe. The Wiwa live in remote villages of the Sierra Nevada 
de Santa Marta with limited influence from the outside world, 
holding on to their cultural and religious traditions. Although most 
members of this community learn Spanish in a small village 
school, the language of everyday communication is still their 
Wiwa language (damana). Their villages are part of a larger 
network of indigenous communities in this area and are largely 
self-sustaining.

Unearthed [2022] Directed by Colin Rosemont

Through the lens of a Native Tejon (Kitanemuk) family and 
professional archeologists alike, Unearthed explores tensions 
surrounding contemporary archeological practices taking place on 
their ancestral homelands.

Voices of the Grand Canyon [2022] Directed by Deidra Peaches

Before the Grand Canyon was a national park, it was the 
ancestral homeland of Native peoples. But rarely do tourists hear 
firsthand from modern Indigenous people whose cultures, 
worldviews, and livelihoods are inextricably tied to the Grand 
Canyon region. Jim Enote (Zuni), Nikki Cooley (Navajo), Leigh 
Kuwanwisiwma (Hopi), Coleen Kaska, (Havasupai), Loretta 
Jackson-Kelly (Hualapai) share what the Grand Canyon means to 
them and what they know in their hearts to be true. Hear the 
voices of Grand Canyon speak.

Faces From The Interior [2022] Directed by Justin Deegan

In 1833 and 1834, Karl Bodmer, traveled along the Upper-
Missouri as part of the Prince Maximilian expedition. The images 



that Bodmer sketched and painted are historical art documents 
that are iconic in present day America. 

Faces From The Interior, addresses the impact of those inspired 
images among the direct descendants of the Mandan, Hidatsa, 
Arikara Nation. Which, were a few of the many indigenous nations 
the Prince Maximilian Expedition made contact with.

Pomo Land Back: A Prayer From The Forest [2022] Directed 
by Evan-Marie Petit

Created in collaboration with the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo 
Indians, POMO LAND BACK: A Prayer from the Forest aims to 
honor the vital movement towards indigenous-led stewardship 
and rematriation of California forest lands. The film is a visceral, 
poetic document of an alliance-building, inter-tribal gathering in 
February 2022, led by the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians, 
calling for protection and co-management of the 48,652 acre 
Jackson Demonstration State Forest

Cara Romero: Following the Light [2022] Directed by Kaela 
Waldstein

“Following the Light” explores Cara’s development as a 
photographer, delves into the Chemehuevi and California 
Indigenous history that informs her work, includes behind-the-
scenes footage of Cara’s shoots, and features interviews with 
leading Indigenous artists: Cara herself, husband and famed 
Pueblo potter Diego Romero, collaborator and place-based artist 
Leah Mata Fragua (Northern Chumash), National Poet Laureate 
Joy Harjo (Mvskoke Nation), multidisciplinary artist Cannupa 
Hanska Luger (Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara, Lakota), and more. 
Original musical score by Jason Goodyear.



Narrative Shorts:

Classique [2022] Directed by ZsaZsa K., Natasha Estrada

Utilizing her classic car as a think tank, Edie wrestles with 
complexities of love, family secrets, & self-care. 

My Roommate Makayla [2022] Directed by Jonelle Belcourt

A fun girl’s night in is turned upside down when a late-night phone 
call alerts a group of friends that one of their roommates is alone 
and in danger but how can they help her when they don’t know 
how to find her?

Pehin (Hair) [2022] Directed by Juliana Brown Eyes

I Am Home [2022] Directed by Kymon Greyhorse

A short film exploring the beauty of Diné (Navajo) architecture, the 
Female Hogan

The Red Orchid [2022] Directed by Montana Cypress

Deep in the swamps of Florida, an Indian Tribe prepares for the 
coming of an entity which seeks to feed on the children.

Spirit Girl [2022] Directed by Kim Soo Goodtrack

A beautiful and haunting music video about First Nations Missing 
and Murdered Woman. No one deserves to leave this life that 
way. It is dedicated to my Auntie Roseanne, who was murdered 
and thrown into the Bow river



Kaashkitamaashoo [2022] Directed by Chantelle Marie 
Anderson

A woman’s exploration of her Métis identity; the quieting of her 
inner voice saying she’s not ‘Indigenous enough’.

This is Who I Am / Mii Maanda Iyaawayaa [2022] Directed by 
Manuel Ibanez

A young Anishinaabe woman living in the City is feeling lost and 
overwhelmed. She wonders what her ancestors would do, and 
after a short series of events, she realizes what it is she can do.

Burros [2022] Directed by Jefferson Stein
Set in southern Arizona, twenty miles from the Mexico border on 
the Tohono O’odham Nation, a six-year-old Indigenous girl 
(Amaya Juan) discovers a Hispanic migrant her age who has lost 
her father while traveling through the Tohono O’odham tribal lands 
into the United States.

Dead Bird Hearts [2022] Directed by Thomas Ryan RedCorn

A love story between an incompetent Indigenous man and his dog 
after being made homeless after a break up.

Mirror Man [2022] Directed by Ginew Benton
 
A Native police officer, who is doubting her traditional faith, is 
called to a possible burglary but is met by a supernatural entity 
that leads her to a buried secret.

In Partnership with LALIFF 

Gabriela [2022] Director Evelyn Lorena

https://www.rednationff.com/gabriela/


It’s the summer after high-school graduation in North Carolina. A 
young undocumented Guatemayan woman, Gabriela, is drawn to 
a Country Club pool. Gabriela dreams of swimming competitively, 
but her determination is curtailed by her over-protective mother, 
social propriety, and self-judgment. Meanwhile, a budding 
romance with her neighbor Stefan provides moments of solace 
and joy for which she yearns. As she navigates these inner and 
outer conflicts, Gabriela begins to find her strength through self-
acceptance.

Raúl Playing Game [2022] Director William D. Caballero, Reko 
Moreno

RAUL PLAYING GAME finds its awkward, titular protagonist Raul 
alone at a bar. When his date Valerie finally arrives, we’re 
introduced to Lefty and Righty, the two animated personifications 
of Raul’s personality and inner-thoughts that inhabit a dorm room 
inside of his mind, and ‘play’ him as if he’s a role playing video 
game.

Mancha [2022] Director Nicole Mejia

Cursed by generations of La Mancha, Cory must fight this dark 
presence to protect her daughter from the same fate.

Centered around a family of Latin women who own a restaurant in 
Alaska. Mancha, follows Cory, the matriarch who starts to have 
premonitions of a curse that has set its eyes on her daughter, 
Lucy.

The Record [2022] Director Kristi Uribes

The Record is a fairytale based on a true story, set in 1930’s rural 
California. Two Indigenous Latino brothers visit their mother’s 

https://www.rednationff.com/raul-playing-game/
https://www.rednationff.com/mancha/
https://www.rednationff.com/the-record/


grave and each struggle in their own way with dealing with her 
loss. Zack, the younger brother, seeks out a way to connect to his 
late mother by placing paper flowers on her grave while Pete’s 
grief manifests as a mysterious illness. When Pete’s illness 
returns with the discovery of a dead snake, Zack is tasked with 
keeping the phonograph playing throughout the night as it is the 
only thing that comforts Pete. As the night progresses, Zack 
struggles to stay awake and keep the music playing. He finally 
gives into sleep, only to be jolted awake as chaos engulfs the 
brothers. Zack is forced to make a difficult decision in order to 
save his brother from his cycle of grief.

Heritage [2022] Director Sebastián Rea

Rumiñahui is your average New York City teenager with a bright 
future ahead. He volunteers at the local Ecuadorian Culture 
Center in Queens and leads the youth group. He’s a role model 
older brother and gets along with his divorced parents too. But 
Rumi’s world comes crashing down when he’s caught in a lie that 
changes his life. With his future now uncertain, he turns to the 
strength of his Indigenous Andean ancestors to guide him and 
show him the truth. “Heritage” is a story about reclaiming your 
identity and coming of age in a world that doesn’t want you to 
succeed.

Animation:  

Savj [2022] Directed by Tank Standing Buffalo

Tank the eldest of eight siblings, grapples with the memory of the 
moment his family was torn apart. Foraging for survival alone in a 
forest, the children fear a dangerous force. But what lurks in the 
darkness is true evil. Narrated by Corey Feldman

https://www.rednationff.com/heritage/


Soli Bula [2022] Directed by Meli Tuqota Jr

In an alternate reality Fiji where tradition and culture was never 
eroded by colonialism, a new Drua (ship) is about to be put to sea 
and will demand a steep toll for the final stage of its launch.

Wahkohtowin | All My Relations [2022] Directed by Barry 
Bilinsky

The power of stories, told over many nights, over many years, 
through all the languages across the world, are encapsulated in 
an intimate story between a grandmother and her children’s 
children on a clear winter night in the tipi. The grandmother 
speaks of the spirit of story, the spirit that exists in everything, and 
that we are star people – our spirits descended from the stars, 
and one day they will return. That the interchange between worlds 
happens at the apex of the tipi, and that we are never alone; our 
ancestors are always with us.

The Jungle Tale ‘An Ordinary Life Until…’  [2022] Directed by 
Henry Zhinin

This is a proof of concept for children series.

A group of kids, raised in the heart of the jungle called Paranata 
by wild animals, learn the values and laws of the jungle. Overall, 
they learn that nature is the beauty of life to balance harmony. 
The kids manage to survive and adapt to the land of the wild. 
They love to stay in the jungle, but there are mysteries about 
men’s destruction of nature, and they set out to save the jungle.

I Am the Warrior [2022] Directed by Tara Audibert



A Residential School Story. A mother and daughter Fox have a 
poor relationship. The daughter wants to right the wrongs the 
residential schools have committed to make her mother this way. 
She becomes the Warrior in her thoughts to save the young 
version of her mother, only to find her mother is the true Warrior 
after surviving Residential School.

Premonition: on The Eve of Signing Treaty 6 [2022] Directed 
by Barry Bilinsky

As told through the hopeful yet cautious eyes of a First Nations 
leader in 1870s North West, PREMONITION acknowledges the 
major shifts that happened when European traders and settlers 
began to come into the territory.

Retrospectives: 

In partnership with AMC Networks, IFC & AllBlc TV 

Catch The Fair One [2021] Directed by Josef Kubota Wladyka

A former champion boxer embarks on the fight of her life when 
she goes in search of her missing sister.

In partnership with Fine Arts Theatre 

Little Big Man [1970] Director Arthur Penn

Jack Crabb is 121 years old as the film begins. A collector of oral 
histories asks him about his past. He recounts being captured and 
raised by indians, becoming a gunslinger, marrying an indian, 

https://www.rednationff.com/little-big-man/


watching her killed by General George Armstrong Custer, and 
becoming a scout for him at Little Big Horn.

Dances With Wolves [1990] Director Kevin Costner

Lt. John Dunbar is dubbed a hero after he accidentally leads 
Union troops to a victory during the Civil War. He requests a 
position on the western frontier, but finds it deserted. He soon 
finds out he is not alone, but meets a wolf he dubs “Two-socks” 
and a curious Indian tribe. Dunbar quickly makes friends with the 
tribe, and discovers a white woman who was raised by the 
Indians. He gradually earns the respect of these native people, 
and sheds his white-man’s ways.

Geronimo: An American Legend [1993]  Director Walter Hill

The story of the Apache chief and his armed resistance to the 
U.S. Government’s subjugation of his people.

The Last of the Mohicans [1992] Director Michael Mann

Three trappers protect the daughters of a British Colonel in the 
midst of the French and Indian War.

27th Red Nation International Film Festival & Awards the 
Largest Native Indigenous Festival in the Entertainment 
Industry  

#NativesInChargeOfTheirNarrative 
#WhoTellsTheStoryMatters 

Land Language Culture Tradition Identity

https://www.rednationff.com/dances-with-wolves/
https://www.rednationff.com/geronimo-an-american-legend/
https://www.rednationff.com/the-last-of-the-mohicans/


ABOUT Red Nation Celebration Institute  CEO/Founder 

Joanelle Romero is CEO, Founder and President of Red Nation 
Celebration Institute and Red Nation International Film Festival.  A 
member of the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts & Sciences, forty-
five years in SAG/AFTRA  and the first Native Indigenous 
filmmaker to be short-listed for an Academy Award. Joanelle is 
deeply committed and driven to amplifying Native-Indigenous 
Storytellers in mainstream media worldwide. Through Red Nation 
Celebration Institute, now in its 27th year/2022, representing over 
570+ Native Nations, Joanelle has mentored more than 839 
Native Indigenous filmmakers through the Institute’s labs and 
fellowships, has curated some 5000+ movies written, produced 
and directed by Native Indigenous people that premiered at the 
Red Nation International Film Festival and streamed through her 
Red Nation Television Network. Joanelle works with a respected 
board of directors, advisory board and leaders both native and 
allies in pop culture, media and social justice with an emphasis of 
Native Women and girls and Native youth.  Joanelle is an 
accomplished media proprietor, her career spans over forty-five 
years in the entertainment industry as an acclaimed actress in film 
and television, Award-winning director, producer, writer, marketer, 
film distributor, recording artist, singer/songwriter and 
humanitarian. Joanelle is born of Mescalero-Chiricahua Apache, 
Dinétah, Paiute and is Spanish- Sephardic. A relative of 
Pojoaque, Pawnee, Southern Ute, Haudenosaunee and Lakota. 
To learn more visit: https://www.joanelleromero.com/Resume.pdf 

ABOUT RNCI

Red Nation Celebration Institute (RNCI), The Authentic Voice 
for American Indian & Indigenous Nations, founded 1995. The 
Creative Enterprise by Natives delivering to all people the stories 
that shape our world. The longest-running Native Women-Led 

https://www.joanelleromero.com/Resume.pdf


Indigenous Media Arts and Cultural non-profit enterprise in the 
history of the entertainment industry with offices in Los Angeles 
and New Mexico, serving Indian Country & Entertainment 
Industry. Representing over 570+ Native Nations, amplifying more 
than 5000+ Native and Indigenous content creators through its 
streaming company Red Nation Television Network, supporting 
2700+ Native Indigenous filmmakers through its Red Nation 
International Film Festival, including films directed by women 
through its Native Women in Film & Television in All Media, since 
1995. In the last five years RNCI has screened 130 films directed 
by women. Mission is to break barriers of racism by creating 
systemic change through media and pop culture in order to 
eliminate Native American stereotypes. Our Vision for the future 
of cinema is one in which Native Indigenous perspectives are 
authentically pictured, recognized, and valued in a way that 
promotes strong authentic Native identities, economic outcomes, 
equity, and wellness for our Indigenous communities. https://
rednationff.com/board-of-directors/

Properties include: Red Nation International Film Festival, RNCI 
Red Nation Awards, Red Nation Television Network Media 
Streaming Company (re-dating Netflix and Hulu), Native Women 
in Film & Television, RNCI Crew, California Native Film 
Commission, New Mexico Film Commission, American Indian 
Heritage Month in the City of Los Angeles, Native Studies Center 
at USC, and Native Youth Matter – If I Can See It I Can Be It.

ABOUT RNIFF

Red Nation International Film Festival™ (RNIFF) The 
Authentic Voice of American Indian & Indigenous Cinema™ is 
dedicated to breaking the barrier of racism by successfully 
replacing American Indian stereotype with recognition, new vision, 
arts, culture and economic prosperity by placing American Indian 

https://rednationff.com/board-of-directors/
https://rednationff.com/board-of-directors/


Filmmakers at the forefront of the entertainment industry and to 
introduce American Indian Filmmakers to larger, global 
mainstream audiences while championing Native Women in Film 
& Television and giving voice and inspiring native youth with our 
dedicated program Native Youth Matter™ – If I Can See It I Can 
Be It.™

RNCI Red Nation International Film Festival (RNIFF) – the 
Authentic Voice of American Indian and Indigenous Cinema – is 
the largest Native film festival in the country and was the first 
Native film festival in Los Angeles. RNIFF routinely secures top 
Native films and is dedicated to increasing the visibility of 
American Indian and Indigenous storytellers and artists in the 
entertainment landscape. RNIFF screens films and events for 
more consecutive days than any other film festival, including 
Tribeca, Sundance, TIFF, AFI or Cannes. The festival is held for 
fifteen and showcases features, documentaries, short films, 
student films with a spotlight on Indigenous films directed by 
Women, and that are either produced/directed/written by or star 
Native talent or the subject is related to the American Indian and 
Indigenous experience.

ABOUT AIHM

American Indian Heritage Month in the City of Los Angeles

The HISTORY of ‘American Indian Heritage Month’ in the City of 
Los Angeles and the State of New Mexico. Red Fox James, 
Niitsitapi, Blackfoot, rode over 4,000 miles on horseback from 
state to state seeking approval for a day to honor Native 
Americans.

~ On December 14, 1915, he presented the endorsements of 24 
state governments at the White House. Red Fox James Born 
about 1884 in Blood Indian Reserve No. 148, Alberta Canada was 



a supporter of giving women the right to vote, because “In the 
early days, before the white-man came, the Indian women had 
equal voice in the council, and even was elected chieftain…”

~ Joanelle Romero, CEO/Founder Red Nation Celebration 
Institute was so inspired by Red Fox James … that she worked 
hard for five straight years (2000 to 2005) with the former DCA/LA 
Manager Marjorie Reese to get American Indian Heritage Month 
(AIHM) established in The City of Los Angeles (officially 
recognized by the City of Los Angeles in 2005 with a 
proclamation). AIHM was officially recognized by the State of 
California in 2006 with a Resolution given to Red Nation 
Celebration Institute by the State of California Gov 
Schwarzenegger and Lt Gov Bustamante.

2006 City of Los Angeles Mayor’s Reception was produced by 
Red Nation Celebration Institute. Local Tongva Spiritual 
Leader Jimi Castillo officially recognized Joanelle Romero as “the 
First Lady of American Indian Heritage Month” for all Red Nations, 
due to her vision in founding and establishing the American Indian 
Heritage Month in the City of Los Angeles in 2006, in addition 
because she had succeeded in unifying the interests of 19 tribes 
in the Los Angeles area.

In 2007, when environmental consciousness came more clearly 
into the hearts and minds of Americans, RNCI founder Joanelle 
Romero was already breaking new ground by dedicating the 
City’s second annual American Indian Heritage Month to 
“Honoring American Indians as our Nation’s First 
Environmentalists.”In 2008, RNCI founder Joanelle Romero 
worked with the State of New Mexico with former Gov 
Richardson and Dept. Indian Affairs, in officially recognizing 
American Indian Heritage Month in the State of New Mexico, with 
a letter of recognition by Gov Richardson and Dept. Indian Affairs.



CONTACT:

IMAL Public Relations 

Imal Wagner

E: ImalWagner@Gmail.com

P: (301) 325-4085

Red Nation Media Inc.

Lisa Romero

E: media@rednation.com

P: 818.665.5753
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